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By THAD KOMOROWSKI 

M - The red C m t  W 8 8  
sou& out S tu rday  for the pubEc to in- 
swt cleanup work a t  the fomer  U.S. 
Army Lake Ontario Ordnance Works, 
now the Nlagma Fa& Storage Site. 

Office& from the U.S. Bpadnaent of 
Energy and Beehtel National of Oak 
Ridge, Tern., get& a b u t  6%)  sito om 
dul-ing the fow-hour o p n  h o u s  and pro- 
~ d &  print& idomat ion ,  a photo dh- 
play, a .iidmbp and a bus tow of the 
site. 

Bdiwetive maleriak born the Man- 
hattan R o j w t  were s t o r 4  on the site 
diadng World War II, and a b u t  s.ix yyeaCs 
ago the site was d e s i ~ t d  for the $41 
million =medial action propam. 

John F. S h t k e r ,  h h l e l  p~bUc rela- 
tions mamger, said the site b s  k n  the 
No, 1 concern in Lie Enerm D e m m e n t  
Swplus FaeUties Management R o p a m  
since BW b e a u s  of its she and I ~ v e b  of 
radon gas mound the, facility m e a m &  
far above the Emits set by the federal 
government. 

Other sites in the pro@am include the 
Linde Division of the Union Carbide 
Corp. and the Ashhnd 02 Refinery near 
eke south Grand bland bridges in the 
Town of Tomwanda, and a Colonie lac&- 
tion near Albany, he said. 

""We knew thew was  a lot of interest 
in (the projet)," Ple noted. "We want& 
to answer any quetiom from the com- 

mudty," 
&Mslahaer was among a b u t  a d o z n  

repsesemtativ~ &om W h t e l  and the en- 
ergy dewrtment on hand. 

a r o l  and Otto Lindemam of Buffdo, 
who midl taey came to the site out of 
eudosity, mid Mhke l  $as done '23 nice 
job19hew. The Emeiemanws, who s e ~ h r -  
ly follow environmental matters and 
h v e  b n  to the WW Valley site in 
&tk;amarw a u n t y ,  mid they were st- 
kfid with the projwt and tour artd that 
lhek findins tve@ what ehey e w t d  
b m  &heel. 

""Tithey are weU-lnaw% in this Beld and 
are very r m p h b i e , "  he said. 

FLOSS Giese, a gwBom prof-r a t  the 
Shte kqniVemity of Buffalo, also cow- 
nmentd that k h t e l  is ;a topnoeeh f h .  
He made the Mp he= PaWcL C a -  
tamo, who teaches ia keshman g m l o a  
esww enakEed ""Chmicai; Hazards: Gm- 
Io@e and Man-ma&'' a t  the univemity, 
as -part of their msearch. 

'" lhave k n  d o u  some work with 
s;araihrgr hndf ih ,"  he said. " m e  =me 
tmhnique - clay d&es and clay caps - 
is U& here." 

Allhaugh the study of b d e d  radimc- 
tivity is relatively young, testing and 
modtoring have shown clay to be i m p r -  
meabk, according to R o k r t  Aaim of 
the Enerm Bwnriment. 

Kathy Marlatte and Gsry  Gosbach of Niagara Fralfs inspect a display 
at the Niagara Fails Storage Site @pen house. 
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Continued from Paga B-9 
Don Gamble, operatiom manag- , 

er, noted that the site first was used 
by the &my in World War TX as  a 
TNT plant and the dairy barn, 
%which still stands, housed the poww 
facsity. " 

k a l  folklore has maintained the 
site was made to lmk l&e a farm to 
fml enemy bmbers  during the war. 

%Matter code& he has heard 
the story, but he could not codinn 
the buildings were used as  a dis- 
wise. 

"But it worked," he said joking- 
ly, "&awe it never got bomkd." 

The 191-acre Niagara site on 
Pletcher Road, now only a remmnt 
of the original 7,500-acre parcel 
owned by the Amy,  became the 
destination for radioactive residues 
from the development of the atomic 
bomb and the early yeam of the 
nation's atomic energy program. 

As a result, -ions of the site 
became contaminated. Over the 
years, wind and water erosion com- 
pounded the problem. Bdioactive 
material migrated. 

ConQminated soil and other ma- 
teriah had to be? coollected; more 
than t h e  miles of the drainage 
canal were removed; and even the 

l&foat silo - once the mmt visible 
s y m h l  of the World War B project 
- was torn dom. 

AH the W5,W cubic yards of ma- 
terial were r&ueed to a 1(b-acre con- 
tainmen~ area witlk bottom layers of 
mtural clay and surrounded by a 
clay dike and cutoff walk. The area 
is secufed with a S f w t  clay cap and 
18 inches of tofpson as an interim r 
seal that dficiak .said w u l d  fast 25 
to % yeass. 

About 50 we& and other semors 
around the contailvnent area &low 
the finn to monitor § d a c e  and sub- 
surface &era&. % far, the rewlttk 
sampling has found n o ~ n g ,  and the 
repor& are. v a u b l e  to the public, 
Gamble =if \ 

VewBtPtion h s  come back to the 
ditch, and @w mows atop the clay 
cap, he said. Onliy grass with shal- 
low roots can  be grown because 
longer roo& cordld affect the cap. 
In &e n e ~  five! to six years, the 

interim cap W be rephe& by a 
long-tem seal that will add another 
foot of clay foUow& by a layer of 
sand, 3 feet of loose stone and rock, 
more sand and topsoil, Pie mid. With 
a much longer slow, the new cap 
will improve bainage and should 
last 2@ to l,W years, an explana- 
tion mid. 
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